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Bronze Imperial Statues 





4-5 mm “plate thickness”;  Horse: 15 pieces;   Emperor: 17 pieces;  
Solder: based on lead 

 











Fragments of (gilded) bronze Imperial Statues found in Racari Roman Castrum,  
Oltenia, closed to Danube, opposed to Moesia Superior, 3-4 Centuries AD 

Racari 

Moesia Superior 

Moesia Inferior 

Troesmis 



Repair not gilded (left):  Cu 59.6%; Pb 32.8%; Sn 7.2% 





Cu 63.1%; Pb 34.4%; Sn 1%       (Commodus lips?) 



Head (back) with hair curls 
Cu 45.6%; Pb 32.8%; Au 15.7%; Sn 4.7% 





Belt fragment 
Pb 83.5%; Cu 13.4%; Sn 0.7% 



Epomida 



Epomida - detail 



Element  Pb        Fe       Cu 
%        99.3    0.5       0.1 



Lorica fragment 
Cu 80.5%; Sn 14.7%; Pb 4.5% 

Lead solder  
Inside the statue 
Too much solder used 



Local workshop or import from Moesia Superior? 
 
 
Remnants of lead solder and the big (6-7 mm) 
thickness of bronze plate suggest a local not-
experienced workshop. 



Troesmis 1 

Two tabulae  
Municipal laws  

Troesmis 
Danube border with  

Dobroudja 
Moesia Inferior 

3-4 Centuries AD 



Troesmis 2 



 



Military diploma 
Oltina Castrum 
South-West Romania 



Military diploma 
Porolissum Municipium 
Transylvania 



Tabula Troesmis 1 
Cu 22.5 – 50%; Pb 45.2 – 69.6%; Sn 2.2- 6.7% 

Tabula Troesmis 2 
Cu 18.5 – 51.8%; Pb 32.9 – 70.9%; Sn 3 – 12.7%; 
 traces Sb 

Military diploma Oltina  
Cu  50.2 - 51%; Pb 34.7 - 36.5%; Sn 10.4 – 11.3%  

Military diploma Porolissum  
Cu 63.4 – 64.4$; Pb 25.9 – 26.5%; Sn 7.8 – 7.9% 

Local workshop not 
experienced; 

different 
metallurgical 

charges 

Well experienced workshops  
– Roma? 



Tabula Claudiana: 1.93m x 1.39m; 222.5 kg; Lyon-Lugdunum 
Inscription by casting  



Tabula Clesiana 
49.9cm x 37.8cm x 0.61cm 
7.14 kg 



Remnant of a frame? 







Copper rivet 





Chisel cutting 



Remnants of copper  corrosion: coins? 









Bronze findings in this area  



Dyes -  positive ? – Roman Denarii 



Cu 61%; Sn 35.6%; Fe 1.3%; Pb 1.2%; Zn 0.2% 





Bendis Goddess? Head: Cu 81 %; Sn 14.2%; Pb 3.7%; Zn 0.4%, Sb 0.2%  
                                 Arm: Cu 62.2%; Sn 29.5%; Pb 5.9%, Zn 1%; Sb 0.2% 


